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MEDIA (MADA) 


The history of the Median Empire, which formed one of the four major monarchies of the Ancient Near 
East on the eve of the Persian conquest in the 6th century BC, is extremely poorly known. Like the history of 
Lydia, its only real historical narrative can be found in Herodotos, but it is even sparser and even more difficult 
to reconcile with the few pieces of seemingly relevant source evidence; a few fragments of the writings of Ktesias 
sometimes agree and sometimes diverge from the testimony of Herodotos. 1 Media appears for the first time in 
the sources under the name Madaya in the reign of the Assyrian king Sulmanu-asared III (859—814), and was 
one of many lands in the Zagros mountains and the western portion of the Iranian plateau to fall under Assyrian 
suzerainty. The founder of the royal line, Deiokes, is credited by Herodotos with building the capital Ekbatana 
(Hagmatana), but the frequent attempts to identify him with a certain Mannean ruler named Daiukhu are 
implausible: a more obscure Median prince named Dalku is a likelier candidate for identification. The next king, 
Phraortes, is said to have warred with Assyria and to have begun to assert Median rule in the Iranian plateau, 
having unified the Median tribes. His efforts backfired, and Media fell under the hegemony of the Scythian allies 
of Assyria for almost three decades, until Kyaxares struck back, shook off Scythian hegemony, and overthrew the 
Assyrian Empire in alliance with the Babylonian king Nabu-apla-usur (616—605) during the period 616—609. By 
the end of Kyaxares’ reign the Medes governed, in one way or another, a territory including the Iranian and 
Armenian plateaus and stretching as far as the Halys in the west. We know nothing of Median administration 
and it may well be that this empire was mostly hegemonic. A showdown with the Lydians in Anatolia was 
averted with Babylonian mediation in 5 8 5 BC, and the reign of the last Median king, Astyages, seems to have 
passed in relative peace until the revolt of his Persian grandson and vassal, Kurus II (559—530), in the 5 50s. 

After defeating the Medes in two battles, Kurus II effectively assumed the throne and took over the Median 
Empire, apparently co-opting its elite; perhaps significantly, the Ancient Greeks often called their Persian 
opponents “Medes.” Apart from the native rebellion during the troubled first years of Darayavaus I (522—486), 
Media (Mada) remained firmly under Persian rule for the remainder of the Achaemenid dynasty. The Persian 
kings used Ekbatana as their preferred summer residence until Alexander’s conquest in 3 30 BC. 

The names (some of them reconstructed or probable) are given in Old Persian forms; these are followed in 
parentheses by Akkadian forms (attested in Babylonian chronicles for Kyaxares and Astyages and in other 
sources for the remaining kings or their namesakes) and, in italics , the Greek forms (as found in Herodotos). 

The chronology follows M. Dandamayev and I. Medvedevskaya, “Media,” in Encyclopedia Iranica Online , 2006. 2 * 


f.700—678 
c.678—625 
c.625—585 
c. 585-550 
C. 550-530 

530—522 

522 

522—521 


Kings of Media 

Dahyuka (Dalku, Deiokes) ... ruler of Hagmatana (Ekbatana) 

Fravartis 5 (Parumartis, Phraortes) ... son of Dahyuka 
Huvaxsara (Umakistar, Kyaxares) ... son ofFravartis 
Arstivega (Istumegu, Astyages) ... son of Huvaxsara 

Kurus (Kuras, Kyros) ... son of Kambujiya I (Kambuziya, Kambyses ) of Ansan by Mandana 
(Mandane ), daughter of Arstivega 
Kambujiya (Kambuziya, Kambyses) ... son of Kurus 
Bardiya 4 (Barziya, Smerdis ) ... real or pretended son of Kurus 

Xsatrita 5 (Hasatritti) ... real or pretended descendant of Huvaxsara; deposed, died 521 
(to Persia 521) 


1 Ktesias’ list of Median kings (preserved in Diodoros, 2.32-34) runs: Arbakes (28 years), Maudakes (50 years), 
Sosarmos (30 years), Artykas (50 years), Arbianes (22 years), Artaios (40 years), Artines (22 years), Astibaras (40 
years), Aspandas/Astyigas (unspecified); the chronographer Eusebios adapted Ktesias’ list by replacing Ktesias’ 
last five kings with the four kings recorded by Herodotos. 

1 Available online at www.iranica.com. 

5 He might have reigned under the throne name Xsatrita (Hasatritti) like the usurper in 522—521. 

4 If an impostor, he was originally named Gaumata. 

5 Original name Fravartis (Parumartis , Phraortes), son of Upadarma (Upadaramma’). 



